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 Mr. Chairman, Distinguished delegates, 
 
I thank you for this opportunity to present to you the current financial 
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As of October 9, 2019, the regular budget cash deficit reached its 
deepest in the year at $386 million, thereby exhausting the $150 million 
from the Working Capital Fund as well as the $203 million from the Special 
Account, and borrowing $33 million from the closed peacekeeping missions. 

 
We had started borrowing from the Working Capital Fund in July, and 

we had to borrow from the Special Account as well in August. By late 
September, we had to borrow from closed peacekeeping missions, as regular 
budget cash reserves were so severely depleted that we risked problems with 
payroll payments or defaults in vendor payments. By the end of October, we 
are poised to surpass last year’s record cash deficit of $488 million, and risk 
exhausting the closed peacekeeping cash reserves also. 

 
Chart 2 summarizes the status of regular budget assessments as at 4 

October 2019 compared to 30 September 2018.  In 2019, assessments were 
issued at a level of $2.85 billion, the highest for the decade, and $362 
million above the level in 2018. The higher assessment in the second year of 
the biennium is largely in line with the pattern of assessments for biennial 
budgets, where the budgetary methodology creates a tendency for 
assessments to lag behind appropriations and expenditures. Payments 
received by 4 October 2019 totalled $1.99 billion, $61 million more than 
around the same time last year.  However, payments received represent only 
70% of the assessments compared to 78% at this time last year, resulting in a 
gap of nearly $230 million. Consequently,  the unpaid assessed contributions 
as at 4 October 2019 are higher than last year by $299 million, and amount 
to $1.4 billion.  

 

As seen in Chart 3, 128 Member States have paid their regular budget 
assessments in full by 4 October 2019, compared to 141 Member States at 
the end of September 2018.  I would like to thank those 128 Member States 
which are listed in Chart 4 for their regular budget contributions, including 
those who have also paid a partial advance for 2020. 

 
 Chart 5 shows the 65 Member States who are yet to pay their 
assessments to the regular budget in full as of 4 October 2019, 13 more than 
at 30 September last year. I would note that since the cut-off date, 
Mozambique, Sri Lanka and the Syrian Arab Republic have paid in full, 
bringing the count of fully paid Member States to 131. 
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Chart 6 
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Chart 8 shows the status of peacekeeping assessments and collections 
during 2019. Assessments during 2019 totalled nearly $8 billion, with nearly 
half of it being assessed in July for the fiscal year 2019/20. As the 
collections as of 4 October 2019 lagged behind at $5.7 billion, the total 
amount outstanding as at 4 October 2019 is $3.7 billion, compared to $1.5 
billion as at 31 December 2018. 

 
 As shown in Chart 9, at 4 October 2019, 30 Member States had paid 

all peacekeeping assessments in full. This was 11 less than at 30 September 
2018. I would like to pay tribute to these Member States for their efforts. 
Since the cut-off date, Austria, Cuba, Cyprus, Hungary, India, Monaco and 
Tuvalu have also paid their assessments in full. 

 
Chart 10 provides an overview of outstanding amounts by 

peacekeeping operation. As seen in the chart, the $3.7 billion outstanding as 
at 4 October comprises $3.3 billion owed for active missions and $409 
million for closed missions. For active missions, out of $3.3 billion, $2.8 
billion relates to 2019 assessments, while $500 million relates to 
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Chart 13 shows those Member States that have paid in full for the 

entire peacekeeping year including the non-mandated period. I would like to 
thank these 10 Member States for their additional payments to all 
peacekeeping operations.  I would also like to thank Canada for paying in 
full for 12 out of 13 peacekeeping operations. 

 
Chart 14 shows the status of peacekeeping cash over the last 3 years. 

As of 9 October, the cash balance consisted of approximately $2 billion in 
the accounts of active missions, closed missions, and the Peacekeeping 
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Conclusion 
 
   In conclusion, Chart 22 summarizes the status of assessments and 
unpaid assessments for each of the three categories of operations at the end 
of the last two years as well as around the end of the third quarter. Unpaid 
assessments for all three categories are higher this year compared to a 
similar period last year. 
 

Chart 23 provides an overview of the evolution of the cash situation 
for all three categories of operations, as well as the evolution of the 
outstanding payments to troop/police contributing countries for active 
peacekeeping operations. The improvement in the settlement of 
reimbursements to T/PCCs in October 2019 is a reflection of the impact of 
the recent General Assembly decision to approve the Secretary-General’s 
proposals to allow cross-borrowing of cash for active operations and 
assessing for a full year without waiting for mandate extension. 

 
Chart 24 gives you the very latest information on payments as of 

today, 11 October 2019. 35 Member States have paid all their assessments in 
full. On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to express my deep 
appreciation to these Member States.  

 
As always, Mr Chairman, the financial health of the Organization 

depends on Member States meeting their financial obligations in full and on 
time. The full and efficient implementation of our programme of work 
depends on the financial support of Member States through the adoption of 
realistic budget levels and the provision of timely contributions to ensure a 
stable and predictable financial situation through out the year. For our part, 
the Secretariat is committed to using the resources entrusted to it in a cost-
effective and efficient manner, and to provide information to Member States 
with utmost transparency.   

 
Thank you. 
 


